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TI{E CBSL];IVIT.]Q 9II C;.Ii]{,jII,IA:j (pA,eq III)
irThus salth the LO.iD, Loarn not th.e ,..ray of the heathen, and be not

ilsmayed at ti:e signs of heaven; for ths heatiren are dlsmayed at them.
For the customs of the people are valn; fon one cutteth a tree out of
ihe forest, the r,,lo::k of the hands of the r,rrori<rnan, rritir the ai!.r They
ceck lt wltn silver and wlth gold; they fasten lt uith nails and wlth
harnmers that it nove not. "lhey are upright as the palm tree, but speak
rot; they must needs be borne, because they cannot go. tse not afr"ald of
:i:em for they cannot do evl1, neither also is lt ln thom to do good."
(Jenemiah 10:1-5 ) .

HIiT.OftY OF PAiiAl{ C.USTCIiS

O?lgan Of The Chrlstmqs Tr,ee: irlt ls qener:..lIy belleved tlrat the ft::st
Itmas trees hrere of German orlnin datlng

i-eom Bonj-face, jlngl5.sh mlssl-onary to Germany ln the Bttr century, ruho

replaced the sacriflces of Cdlnts sacred Cak by a flr tree l-dorned ln
rrl]:ute to -r,Lre Chnist Ci:i1d. r (.,Jncy. Britt. )

"From many ancient ,.^rritings, conslderable ls learned of this man.
(i'limrod) '',re was so evil lt is sald he marr:l-ed his ol.rn rnother whoso
narre l\ras Semeramls. After irlimrodf s untimely de,,ith hls so called mother
-..vlfe, Semeramis, pr:opagated the evil cloctrlne of t'he survive-I of lTlmrod
as a splrit being. -;he claimed a ful1 Srown everqreen tnee sprang
overni3ht from a deabL tree stump r."rhich syrnbolized the srrrlnging forth
':nto a nehr life of i;he dead iillrarod.'- 0n each enniversary of his blrth
she claimed itjlmrod would vlslt the everqreen tree and lea-ve qifts upon
1t. Dec. 25tt: r,,ias the bfu:thday of Nimrod. Ti:*s r^ras tlLe real o-r'igan of

rc1.1y:, 'rEven beforo rlhrlstlanity ';i-;ir-'iii-;r*;i?i"iir:rii'i;il'H"-.1:'i;il;;'i'?'-'r'.-ri'rr-r"'r*ri'rr'

the i'(omans sent gifts of ho3-lytr .lt

Jhis r^las sent to f::lends to marl< the';tl,r',-'cr r,.: D :r': 10:00 a.r-il. lJorshlp *
Jecember celebration of the festlval-:a 7:00 prmr ',lorsirlp r*

of Saturn. The sr-rperstltj.ous Dnuids ,tThursday: 7:00 p.I,0r Blble Study':r
-:ept ho11y ln their dwell-lngs as an -).ti-li-)i-;iti-)t-:tii-i(-:r-:i-:i-:i-:i-:i-ii-:t-)i-)i-)i-tlri-].:*-liii-)iii-;Hi-;it'.rt-:i-:i

lrvltatlon to the splrits to enter and seek shelter f:nom the wlnter cold
and rrinds. the early Ge::mans used holl-y ln an observance whieh
:-:arked tl:e return of the sr:n fr"om J.ts southward piIgr.lmage r " (i'lei^rspaper
-g:nroond Times, .. "iio1Iy Legend " )
rhe YulS Loq:'t'The elr'l-y pe.rans bf Scandinavlan counti"les held- yr-rle

festivals near tl-e end of each year. Afte:r Christianlty
spread into i;urope, these festlvals became Christlan celebr"ations.
ihe early idorsemen honorod Thor, thelr god of war, by burning a yule
)-og dunning the yule season. This cusiom ha-s becorne part of the present
c=iebrabroi of Cirristmas.'r (',iorId Rook ,trncY. )
,istl.etoel rrtimong the sxcient paga-ns the mistletoe was used. e-t tiris

festlval of the i,rinter-solstace because of its suitposecl
::raculous healing pol{er. The paqan custom of klsslng under the
:lsiletoe was usecl as an earl1r step in the nlqht of reveJ-ry and
:-runken debau-ch.ery celebrating the..death of tire oId sun and the blrth
cl t,:e ne,,i a-t the trinter so'sf rce. " ( lciib )
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carried the foI1-
a.-ia- r:nrlon o -oictu-t"e of tlro small confes:'€r.'i gin a.nd.',vas restored to! A3-: - rlsvr ;

eElI:'en','rhich rra-s superimposed the feLlcqshlp of tire sari:ts herej
.r3= a picrure of t.-Le-'iidativlty Scener'. 'rTrifll'T-(ItiC Of illn:iI3TlAS a?e

e:..d. of lipton llome. Cidldren at the irome
E:; ffiue raeaning of lhristmas--the birthday
:-e 1s s::ported by the Churehes of Chri.st."

i'l.i i ii: i;l(,Tii: :,le are mi,de to retol.ce
in ttrat sister' ,lhoiien

eire tanql.rt from
of Chrlst. Thls
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One soc l-al func t-'r-<rr:, .l;nelr - i.,: -lLrL,;,,iiifaD'ij -;.ierd 1s the ttChrlst:ma_s ,,

clance and-, shameful to sayr Hnrry Chrlstians so rlqht along to lt and
mlx with the r,'ror1dliness, apparently as naive aitout being excused for
!t Cp tlu l{er';ro man praylng in Iz.r,rln rlusselts poem from enristma-s i',Tight
fn The )uarters. iiere 6.re-soine lines l
O irlasterj let this gatherlng find a blessing ln;rour sightj
Donrt judge us hard fo:: what we 6s--you knorr its Chrlstmas ntght
And all the balance of the year we do as right we can
rf danclngts urrong, o i'{aster, let trre tlme excuse the slnj
,lemenrben, i'iaster, mind this nol^r, the sinfulness of s1nIs depending unon the spirit that we go and d-o it in;It seeros to nre, ind.eed 1t c1oes, I ne.yiJe mio;ht be wronlr
That people really our;ht to dance, wien Christmrs com6s a)-ong
Yes, bless us, please si:r, even if nelre dolng wrong tonight;
Cause t'!:en wer1l need. the blessing more than lf r"retre doing rlght
(t{orrf jl F}ease note t}rese Seniptures.. Job ?t;f ,l.]-; Ps. 9:B--"spirlt we
do lt in"--}'la-tt. U:9; i{eb. Ll;21, -toili. 6:1, 2;' Jx. 23i2-below)

o'T.iC;U ;:..IALT i{oT FOLlO-,l A p1ijtr,1lTr_Dtr T0 t)0 .EVIL,t
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Santa Clause; It ls no secret that
thls ls e. comuption

of the name Saint itllcholas who was
a Catholic bishop of I'iy:ra in the
llth century who was noted for. his
bringing gifts to chlIdren. But
most of the actions and synbols
associs.tod tolth hitir d.id not orlgln-
ate l+ith hlm. Sauta Clause is
slmtly an out 5,;rowth of a hodg;e-
podge of ancient superstltlons and
heatlrenlsttc .llractices r^rhich have
been adopted by enlightened generatlons.
number of Cathollc syrnbols and practlces,
evll-se Epo assoolated rvlth tlie blacl"';ness
practicing their debaueirery in t1-re guise
marvel, for 'Satan himself is transformecl
( II Cor. 11 :111)

'rTi;,i.t]j rs i'IC'r;{rNG

uIHO IS fT?
--'ri{e sees you rrhen ycu are s}eeplnglt
(Is th:is a characterictlc of Delty
or are we to rlssign tl:ls falsely
to cLnother/ seo r,iatt. 6:Ip)

--"ile l(nc-rrr.Is when ybu are awake, ho
l<no..is..if you h:ve been .bad on
goocL.'1 (s6+ Ps. l-39:L-5)

--'II{e flies tlrou3n the air,
the roof tops..'.' (see Acts
I1 l(lng;s 2:t, tt )

above
L:9

It i: a slngular fact that a
as well es a host of otten

of nlnht. Yet t'r"ey go about
of chilclren of 11r'J:)t. "And nO
into an angel of liShttt

A Sres:.t rlany times'i1en a person beqins ?-n excuse by saying that
there is ttnothi.ng vlrcngtt tllon tirere ir: sometr,lng'rloong. Of course tl:ere
ls nothlng r.\rrong witi: givlnrl, just as trere ls noli:.lng wrong l',rlth
eatlng the l,o:edts Supper. But who.t+oul-d da.r'e to ear the L,ordrs ,Supper
on ttgSod Erid.ayit or frAsh-",Iednesday'i (fne sarne folks r"riro give glfts-and
show so rnuch ttiovett on Dec. 25bh ,1''13 ) Tiren why r^rait for a cathollc
hollclay to do your giving? fncj-clental$yr ,,ot+ much of ti:at gtvlng dcne
at that season is to the -Chffi566-E sffi-ooEffto 6-ffieafiid-Ecffia?
ffie I6Ts -1?EIIInElrF6nFFi f6-ffir i ffi a -1Tr E?IffiiE- r-Tf t h-a -iirr l Fc off#-
that fastens behind or a lonq flowinq blaeii sklrt ano a t+hlte bonnet-'
except the association with evll. There is nothlng tneong urith abstaLn-
ing irom meat it we do not feel- 1ilte eating lt; but must'*e do it only
aurinc a Ca'Lleolic season called.'rl,ent"? Crne (.iatholic holiciay 1s as good
(o*'i:aa) aS ano-r,rer.'iAbstain froro:"1-l- appeara.nce of evl}.'t (I thess 5)

Frlends, the Lord does not toler:a'be fre:terniza.tion wltl: the
wicked. Go<l told I'ioses to say to the ci:ildren of Israel: iiAfter the
doings of th.e I,nc1 of Ugypt, tuherein ye dr,reIt, shrrllye not do: and
after ti:.e doings of t' e Land of Cane.anr rrhit:rer I brinn your ye shall
not d.o: neither sh,r,Il- ye',.r&lh in thetr oddi-nances. Ye shall do my

i.tOllG GIVfi,iG'l1.r1Til

ordi-nances, to rralk thereln: I am the Lord
''r'Jherefore eorne ou-t fronl among thern, end be

iud.rmrents. sncl keep mine
v""i Gocl.. ft (L".r. 1'B:1-lp)
separate. sa.i-th the Lord.. .'' (II Cor. 5:tlp)


