
THE CONTNNDER
Contendlng For Bhe faitl-onTe foilen of-tir;r"dTo The Saj-nts (Jude ])
Chu-rch of Chrj-st: {th Ave. South Shore, Ky. P.0. Box 549, Oct, 7, L973
Eii tor & evan8eList: Rj,chard E, Swan Phonel 932-3244, Vo1une I1 1{o. 4O

///i////i//////l/////l//////////////////////i//////////////i///////////1il i,''

"g criRisjq arso rrATE g-ry-E surEEFEl s3 EfIg.." (l pe!, fIsl
The phys:-cal suffering of Jesus be6an in Ge'bhseilane where Luke said.,

ll..&rd iris ssieat vras as lt Trere grea'b Crops of blood falirng'Joi'*r tc'iire
grorrncl.tr (Lk. 2211il ltany atternpts have beerl nade by mod.e:.'n scholars to
explain avray tlds phrase but ttre phenomenon, thcugh rl.re, I{eraaf,id-r'os--bloody
sweat is v.re}I documented. Ui:der great enotional ,stress, tiny capJ-llaries in
ihe sweat glands can breek, thus mixing bloocl v;lth suieat. This;r'lone coul-il
have proiluced marlted Trcilhncss or pogsibJ.e shccll.

After the betrayal ancl ai'rest anC cng i:ei;'t. ng the next morning finds
Jesr-is battered anrl brr.rsed, dehydra"bed and ezr?iaue&ed, from a sleepless itight.:
lie is then taken to Pllaie for further scourging. The prlsoner is st::ip1:erl
of his clothing and hi.s harrds are tied io a post a.bove'his hea.d, The Roman
leg'i onlrire steps forrvard with the flagrum in his hand. This is a short
xhrp consisting of several heavy ieacher thongs i;ith i..,io suall- bal.is of lead
attached at the end of each. Tl:e heavy r';i:i s i-s brought dov,nt ritii fui1'force
agaln and. agarn across the shoul-dcrs back ,:r.nd- 1egs, At frrst tJ:e heavy
tongs cut through t,h"e skin onl;,.. Tlien, eis tlte glcwe continue, thi:f, cut
d.e eper into the capillaries and vcins of t.[e s]sin, and finiatrl-y spur'1:'lng
arterial bI-cccti-rrg fron vcsscls ia ihe u.rrdcrr"J,'riIB' t:.iusslcs. The snali i:a.11-s

of l-ead fi:'st nroducc I-arg.c, deep bruccs vrhlch arc broken open i:y subscqucnt
blorus. Finia]ly the sirin of thc back is hanging iir loag ribl:ons an,L ;he
entirc arca iecrn unrccognizablo ril.16s of tor.llr hlceding tissuc. 'rilhcn it i-r,'

dctcrulnined tliat tne r',r..n is ncar clcath thc beati.ng is stoppcd-.
I{d-f fainting, jesus is then

untied- a:id r.lloured to elu.iap to the
stone pavernent, r,vet in hi.s 'own blood'
?iie ;:ol.diers see a. great jclte ln
thj s prov:!-ncj-a1 Jer,r clainting to be
n [i nf o Tho:y throrv a robc across
l:is siioulders and place ir reed in
iris hand for a scopter. TheY sti.l}
deed a crol?n, A slta11 bundle o f
fLerible branches coverr:d tiith 1on6
thorncs (coruaonly used for firei'rood) are p]-ai-ted into the sl::ile of a crori,rll
tncl this'pressed into hi.s sca"Lpi Again, therc is copi-ous blcecilng (the
scalp belng onc of the urost vi:,scular areas of' j;he hooy). After :nocking him
:::lr1 strlkin8 FIIilI across the face, the sol-cij.i::rs t:rhe t,he stick from his hand
:nd strikc iiirn across the head driving the liro:':iis dccr:e:: :.ir.'i;o his scalp.
:-lniaIl-y thel, tirc of their sacllstld s;rcr-t i',iid thc ro]re i s 'Lorn from his
)r.ck.' Tliis hacl aIready bccome rrcihcrci:i to the ciots of blood a.nd serum r-rr
tirelroundg ni:d ite rcmo.ral jrist rs i.rr -;l:c ci:l'cl-ciis remov:ll- of a surgical
bandage, causes excrtlcie,tln.g pei-ji...iiino;t :,s -Lf hc 1,;cre again i:eii:.9 whi.pped
:rrid. the wounds agi:"iir bcg-i-u to biead. .

Later', after bein6 too weak1;o carry what has been ca.l-culated to be
11o lbs 550 yard.s frt:in ,;he fortress Antoni-a to Gi:lgotha tire crucifixion
begins. Simon is orclered to Fl ace the pr-it-tl:uliui oir tlle grouil.cl and Jesus ls
qu.ickly thror,vn -bach;;ard. rvj-[h his shoulders against 'the l:rood. The iegionaire
feels for tl:.e ciepression at the front of ihe rir-ist. (Hisioricai erlidence ancl
experirrerita]. ':or:k hr.ve shot:ie that ihe nalls were drir,-en th::ougj: the snaII
bones of tho llrist a.rrci r:et "L.irrr:irgh the pa.lm.s. Nai'l s d::iven tirere woul-d strip
out betlveen thr,. fi-nlers i'.,ircn -t):r.y' r;ir.prrort the 'u;e'i i:ti:t of tjie hr-rrqan body. The
nisconcepti-on mery iiave co,{e froiil icr,;L1e I words to Thoiia.s, llObserve ny handsrl .
Anatomists, botir mccrrrrn al't,4 ;i1s-Lcr:i't1 ]rave alrays coi-irsicl:rccl tlie wrists ae
part of the ha.rd-.; iie riz':i-vr:s:-1 l',.:iivi'squere wrought-j-roi-r. n,aj-l through'i;he
nrlst and dccp:i.::1;othc:r,t.rocl' Qr-:":Lciriy ire mo've$ to tlre r:ther siCe anC:'cpcats
thc action, i.,..,,'iilg,carcful i:oi'to pu3-1 tlic arnrs.too'bigirtiy, but to {r..i.lo1v

li.Elfg & &IES: ilic arc nado to. rcjclce
' in that l'irs, EI-i:r,L-nci:i:

llc01cecc avail-erl herself o il th-i.ii '

sacrj-fj-ce by beirrg baptrz,:c :i-t:to 'l;i-:.

death o f Chri,st (Ro,r. 6t ]-rtl) ,herc,--'.:,-
becoumting a Christian anri ,",ir: ,;,'el-;c:-:,-

her into the feL.lowshlp of iiie sr.i-t:'LL:
here at Sor.rth Sliore I



Eome flexation and movement. The patibuiur:r is then lifted in p1-ace at the
top of the stipes and the titulus reading rrJesus of lfazareih, King of the
.Jewsn is nalIed in place,

The left foot ls pressed back'vard. against the right foot, uith both feet
extended, toes dou"a, a nail is d.r'ivctr through the arch of each leaving'l"he
knees moderately flexed. The vi-ci-lrn is rou cnic-Lfi-ed and al1- thai re::iains
rs to right the cross into the pfepareri ho-]-e r,vj-'tir a tJone-j;*i'ring, flesh-
tearing jo1t. As he no',v slov,'Iy sa6s cloi;n 'r,ritii more vieiShl oh. the haij.ls in
the wrists, excruciatj-ng flery pain sirco'ts aloug'ihe fingers anci,;p tire arms
to cxplode j.n the.brain--i;he naj-ls in iirc r,vri;ts are pu'b1;i-ng '':r,:;sr'rre cn'the
median oarveso As he pushes Himsclf ripward to avoid- thr; stretciring tcriuent,
he places his fulL vreight on the uij-t ln his feet. ' Aga-Ln'thcro Is'tlie
searing agoliy of pain te*ring throilgh the nervcs beLrycen the inetatai.rsal bones
of the foet. '. : 

:

At this point another phenonenon occurs. As the arms fartigpe, grcat.
Y{aVes of cramps sweep ovcr the musclo-s, knotting thbnr tn d,eep r"elentiesa
throbblng bain. !'fith these cramps coriles the j.nabil-it,y to pusir. himself
uplrard, end,, hanging by thc a.ri'irsr- thc pcctoral musceils. are paralyzed aird thc
lntercostal mtrscles are unalble to act. Air can bc dbawn inio ihc lungs but
it cannot be cxheJ.ed. ,,Tesus f16hts to raise himsolf to get evqn onc short
i:rea'bh. 8i.nla11y carbotr dioxi.de. builds up in the l:-rngq and in i;he blccd
sircnn and thc cranps partially subside. Spasr::odica,J-1y, He is ablc to push
hi:naclf uplrard to exhale and brin6 in the lifc-;'iviiag oxygen. It'uvas
undoubicdLy durin6 -r,hose periocls that iesus ritlcred i;he recordcd 6even short
setitences.. Hours of this li-rnitLess pain, cycl es of ilvi.stln6, joint rending
cranips, irrLerrai';tcnt partial asphyxi-ati-on, scerrin6 pain as ti-ssuc is tord ;

from his laceratcd 'back as hc moves up and dovm a$alnst thc rcrugh tiiiiber.
Then anothcr agony bcgins. A .$eep crushrng pain dcep in the chest as the
pericad.ium slovrly fills .rzrth s'cruirl anu 1:cg-ins to compress the heart.

Let us rerneinber Ps. 22?]..4. rrl ain poured- ouf }{ke t;aterr and all rny
bones are out of joinr; iiry ireq.rt is lrke va:l; it is melted in tne raidst of
my b.o'we1s.tt I't i's horv a1rlcsi, oveq--ti:e loss of tissr.r.e f1uid has reached a
critj.cal level--the'compressed heart is sbrr.rgf;ij.ng to pr-ririp heavy, thick
sluggish blood into the tissues--the tortured -1,;ngs are r*aiilng.a frantic.
effort to gasp in srnall gulps of',alr. The raarkedl-y'o.ehyciratecl,tlssr-ies send
their {looe of s'uimul-L to lhe brain. Another'verse frout tiie 22 Psahr, ttj'ty
strength is dried up like a potsherd; and aiy ton6ue cleaveth to gry jaws and
thou hast brought me to the dust of death.tt l

1i'Iith one lbst surge of strength, he once a-grrin presses hi:s torn feet
a6aJ.nst the, nai1, straightene his legs, taices a deeper ancl i-as.t breaih and
u'f ters his sevenih and last cry, rttr'ather int.o thy hiads I coilmit ny epiz.it. n

llis mi.ssion of aionencnt compleated he can now al-Iow hi.s b,od.y .b.o die . ',,

In order that the Sabhath not be profaired, the Jews asked.,thai the
ccitdeuned rnen be dispatched. and removed from the crosses. The con:lon ugt,hoii
:1,-: enCing a crucifixion vras'oy crurlfracture--the breaking of,,the 1e6 bo::e:;.
'Ili-Lo prevented the victiil froui pushing himself upwardl tire tension could no.t
be reli.erled fron the'nuscels in the chest, and rapid suffocation occurred.
Tirc thj-eves Le6s were broken, bu.t vrheu ihey came io Jesus it was unneeessary.
Ai.;parontly to make doubly aure of death, the legionn.aire drove.hls lance
tl.rort8h the 5th interspace be,tweon the ribs upl,rai'd throi,rgh the :pericardium
i:,ird t-n-to the heart. John L9234 saysr ltAnd i_i:imediately thore came out blood
n.i{ 11:.1 isv.ll fhus there ivas an escape of i;a'ue::;r fIui,-d frcnithe sac surroundi-ng
ti-le hcar; and. blood from th'e interior of ,:l:.c hear',:. 'riic ha.vc i:hcr.eforc
ri..ti:er conclusive post-nortern cvidencc ih,r.; ou:c Lr:rd died, not ihe usuaLl-
cruc:Lfixj-on dcath by suffocation, but of ireari failuro Cuc to shock and
constriction of thc hca.rt by flrr.i-ci in thc p:i'-'L.ci:.i.,i:[r;:-::. (The CIruci fixioa 0f
Christ Frbm A i4e:.'::r-l Poilt 0'[ Vj-e,.r, ij.T. Davis, l,lD, Si:oriened tr'or Space)

Fri ondr c.an you. i.::'i::,!;rno t.irc Lov.".' Ch::.:ir.r-l had for you. to r,r-!,'-]ingly do this
knor,.;trrg it '#as the onis' ;a;,, i;c' :r!pea":o i;hc Fa'ch::: I s wrath for sin? You must
be in Hi-s d.c.r-'bh vrhcl'e h-Lc bL.ood 

"vas 
ehecl in orderLo hc a Christian, n mombcr

of His Churcli. Oi:o;r.ino glsir:J- rodai-, csc:..-oin;-ihe i,rrath of a1l alrii.ghty God
on thosc nho rejcc"c Iiis uill i (Roiii. 62314; Ac,ts 2t38, iuik. 16116)


