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now, after tha.b ye have knor,rn Gocie o:r rather ars lrnown of God
ye again to the weak aird bengarly elements, whereunto ye deslre
be in bondage? Ye observe days, and- months, and tj.mes and

years. I am afraid of
vain. " (Gal. [:$-11 )

your lest I irave bestor..red upon you lai:or ln

,,Btrt
how turrr
agaLn to

l4any ane simply ignorant
the birth of Chrlst. It is a
storles to their chlldren and
sure the storY is true to the

Cii30NOLOGY OF THE BI;tTH 0ii' Cr'i'ifST

of the teaching of the Blb1e concernlng
shame for 'oarents to read flctltous
call tlrem ''Ri-ir1e )toriesii. .. Parents. bq
Sook before you call lt a "3ib1e Story"r

r Presentetlon (at least [O
days aften binbh [,evr 12t1-Ql

Le.ke 2 Q2- jB
Vlslt of {ise rien--iIatt. 2tl-LZ
J ourney to E3;YPt--i''iatt . 2:1.3'1.5
i\xale Cirilclren. l;ltteO--l att. 2;16-18

Jesus
Vislt
Jesus

Jesus

The
Has not
Catllo1ic

t Blrth--j'iatt.
of Slrepherds

t Circumclsion

l;2$, Lk. 2:l-7
(same-nlpht )

l,t<. 2: B-20
(B aays old)

Lk.2.,?-l

N.IIIS & NOTiIS: Tire meetinq at Canter
- --clty r,** come to a clogs

urith bro. 3olton doing the preaehln"
ie rejolce in that trro made
confession of sln and '.rere rogtored.

Our tlra-nlrs for the use of the
Load c on.lreqa.tion rs bui ldinp; and
the T:r:esence of m,ny arGa bv'othren
in showlng the slldes of ouls
l"abors 1n Indla.

Return To iriazarst[--Lk. 2r39

Read the Bible accortnt ln t1azt, order. .iemernber tirat the i.rise men
anc] the sl:epherds r^rere not tire sarne. Tire sirephercis vislted the chl}d
Jesus the nlqht of iis blrth but the r..rise men traveled. fr.om the -Iast
(tirey dld noi travel'by plane but by plaln) and cild not aruive until,
at Iea.st afier the presentation in the temple wh.tch tras at least ilO days
after" tLr.e birth, The r,.rise men found. Jesus in a'thouse" (itatt.2:1-1).
Ih.e ;icriptures d.o not say hon many tl:rere were. Three glfts do not
irr]-i6si. o;rly tl:ree visitors. To conclude sor 1s just as s1-r 1J, as
salring tl:ere r'rere only three guests at a party r./rlere a person reeeLved
rTroney, perfurne and cologrre. Theno cou]-d. have beoir trnro men or many.

U iII.J -L I.,J 3LiTltD,Y Oil 'j::i riST ':'jiiO,.IitT ?
_1- l

Llstecl below are some of
by men who Ilved ln the first
Clement: l'Tov, L7 t 3 B.C.
r+rnbr"ose: Jan. 6

tt:e suilposecl dates of Clrrlstts blrth glven
and second" centuries. (;ncy. Britt. )

., a, r, ., r, -.1-rt-l,--r._-r'-,!,*.ltrr-rl.,--\rEr!-.,J.-?r,Jr-r--r.J,-

ti- 0, iD I ii Oil ,J.l iVIi :]li .:i

;al,orcl ts Day: L0:C0 &.fi1. ',iorshlp 1!€
tsabylonlan Chronicals: Aprll 19-20
C fement of Alexander: itaY 20
Aui;hor of r,atin Tract: "De Pasctra

Compatus't I'treQ. Ivlareh 28
Anarrlas of Shiral; "On Sund-e-y, JaLa,

6th as that is tire

,*Thursday: 7:00 per-n. jorship lt
7 :00 p.r1. B:i];Ie jtudy-r

clay the r.ror1d began'l
us that celebrating ills blrthdaY
of the churcir: ,

encyelopedias further reIl-
among tire earllest festivals

r;nc yc lolce dis. :

not sainis celebrated

"Christrnas was not aflon.g ttrc earllest festivals
of the eirurch. In the Scril:ture, sinners alone,
ttrelr blrthd.ays.ir (The sinners rofer,ed to are

F'iraroah and --erod.. Clen. 110:20 and i'latt. 114:6: )

'rCone oui of her, my people, that ye be not pantakers of her sins,
anc t'ra-t )re receive not of her pIa-gues.'r (l1ev. !7 25, l"B:2-11)



Lilre I said, l..Lat r^riIl you

Jneyclopeclit ,leglggq1i "-l.t 'inral aelci,clj.:r.rcj .bo ne.ny e-rrthorties not
cel-ebrated in the first centu.ries of' tJ:e cirurch,

as the Cirr"lstian u-'-rage i-n geners.l r.^ies to cel-ei:r'ate tlr-e cj-eath of a
person rather ti:an thelr birth. In the 5ttr century tire 3r.eek C'rurch
ordered ii.to be observed forever on the day of the ol-d ::.omB-n feast day
Of the blnth of So1. a-s no certain k-nor,rledge of Christts birth e:iisted.;'

101^I Wri 9OT Dec. 25

"?u". 29 at Lne time of ti:e .iioman trmnire lvas held by many page.ns
aB a blnthday of thek sun god, Sol fnvictus, anci tl:e;r r,rluld, woi'siitp ntm
by llghting candels and fires to encourage hlrn to return. " (Can A
Ctrrtsttan CeLebrate Xmas, 13o1tonr po 5)

In Jtrng1and, it ls neeorded t'r*.t, "the ancient pagar neople of Angll
be.gan the ;rgar on the 25th of Deceinber, calJ-ed. ln their tcnqu.e
'rtthd.naneehtif , 'ohat is ttrood.ern night" uy reason l^re suspect of ihe
oeremony i^ri-:l-ch :ln that nl.r,;ht 'r-ong vtglls they performed". (,Inc:,'. Britt. )rn tho south of Europe, ln Egynt, ancl ln Per.sia th.e sr-u: r:ods were
trorsiilpped r,+1th elaborate ci:remonles at the season of the lrin'ijer
colstlce ss a fltting tirte to pay tribute to the benlEn goci of plenty,
whlle ln iorire the Satunnlia reigned for a week.

One nrust r"ealize tl:lt at tiris time (znd-3rd centuries) inost of the
people of the :loman ilntpine had these pa,i;an customs lmi:edded ln tl:e1n
cultune ancl thus when Constantlne ordered Christiantty to be a state
re15.g1on t':reilgpl6s upon titousands of .paga-ns wer.e baptisec'i. bringing
these custot'rs rtith them inio the l'hurch. r:ior l+as ihe Clturch very
deslrous of separating truth froro error lnsomuch that she wlsely
cirose the 25th of Dec. as a day for pagans to r"rorsrirj.p Ch:"lst r.ather
than the sun. i{ote the tlvo fo1l-owing quotes;trTo minLmJ-ze the S.r,rportanee of fagan festivals that lingered in
the early centurl.es followlng; the birth of ):nrist, tl.:e early Cirrlstlan
leaders tu:lned tl:1s into a holy day. In the,loman Juli:"n calancler Dec.
25th was figr.rred on as the day-i.rhen tl:e "srm rrr.s boril" . Cn this cley
the llght lengti:.ened rrod tlre sunts rays became ldarner:.nd."blie cl.r,iIl of
wlnter r+ould soon leave. fn orde:: to convert vast multitudes of non-
believers frorn their rrorship of the sun to reverence for |I1in r+i,-r-o r,'as
also the ;Jon r,.ias the reason the early Ch::j-stieLn'l eaders cllose the
present ciate for l{is bi:ethclay.tI (l{er^rs Leaden, Christmes'Coiues From
i'agan Past )

"The trs.nslti-on from pagani-sm to Christl.nity i+as graclual but
becaine apparent after the falI of iiome 1* l+74 r,rhen the Church ,"ras the
one organizat:i-on'.^rhich he.cl. the strenlth:rn<l wisclom i;o r+itnst:.nd ti:e
disor5,;anized^ centuries of the dark ages. Durlnq this tirne r;res.i
progress t.las ini:-cle by Cl,rristlan. lead.ers in e:',tendinp; t,116 faiir. (rhxrmrirmnr)

i"rlhen iire mislionaries 1,'rere sent f::om ;ionie to the outlying
provi.nces 1n (:0L A.D. tireir j-nstruc'Lions g:lven by pope Gregory m:-de
clear the r:oIlcy of tho Church. 'rlet the shrtnes of 1<1o1s by no",rneans
be d.esi;royed. Let r,^rate:. be conscrated and sprlnkled in the telnple, Let
altars be errected so ths-t bhe peoole, not seeing tlrelr temples
destroyed, ma;r cilspllce emor ir.nd reco.-.tnize ancl" aclore tire i;r'ue God...
And beiauie th.ey i.rere ..iont to sa.crifice o:len to devils some eel.ebration
sl,ould be given ln excha.n..le for tiris...they -qlrould celebrate a. religious
feast:'nci worship God. by their feasting so tLra-t still rreepinq oui;ua-rd
pleasures, they may more reaclily receive splrittial joys."
(Benc1"e ts .,incys]e-t;eCia, llistor;r Of The i-lng.l-1sh }:lation)
FLCCI1S lli] lgi rII.,;l,D: You may no !q"b! reneraber tr ::.i; tire flocks rlere

stlII ln ti:e fielcis at t'.e tine of Chrlr:t ts birth.
(Ek. 2:B) Acco::=iLing to i1 ,irlirs ,;oi'nmentary Vol. l, po 38'" the flo.ks
were kept inside b,:.rns d-ur"ing "uLre rrrontirs of mld Clctr to mlcl i,iarch as
the Decenber i*eeks of Palestlne were t,oo severe for .them to remaln J.n
the open fielcis and unprotecteo frorn'tire rain, wlncl:,nd frost. Note also
iiatt. 2'+t20 for a reference to.ti--le sever.ity of Palestinian winters.

be.doing around the 25Lh o't Deceriber?


