
fre{}zy of buytn55 and seIIlng and merr1,-maklng and gettlng into tire splrlt
of 'rChrist-ii1a.s;i. As usual toor_ b-reti:.ren rnay malce a study. of tl:e pa.1an
CatlrolLc orlgin of thls day and, the Ca,tirollc-Protestant doctrlne -of "tts
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tliE OBSilliVIi'iiG OF CliriIsTlt\,S (pt;tq f )
irBut nou, after that ye ir.ave }cnor,rn Goc1, or rat'aer are lcnor^rn of God

ho',r tunn;.e again to ttr.e weak and beggarly elementsr r,rlhoreu::to ye desire
agaln to be in bonclage? Ye obserle days-, and monthrs, ancl times and
yJars. I am afraid of your lest I have bestowed upon you labon in
ialn,tt (GaI. [:9-11 )

i{e are nearing that tlme of yean when people r,.rill enter lnto a

celebration. &rt near the end, of qlany of tt:ese a::ticles you may find
the usuatr line telling us that'*l.re" c.b not attach s.ny roligious"slgnift-
cfirrc-e to it. I.n other r,,Iord-s irweir cio not want to liiss out on the. fr.tnso "we" go ahead. and" do lt while lceeping a strlclr mental reservatlon
tlat it is not Ctrristts bJ.rtl:c'ia-y. The rest of tire r.rorld rrllL not lrnow
tirei'b 'il{e'' are a peculiar peopl"" (ri!. 2:L[) wriun ii"ruit'trtn a tree,
decorate ihe rouse, send c.ards, elici:snge gifts, and play oanta cIi"us.

,, EY_t_.ius_b r.la"it untiL "lde" get ini;o tl:e pulpit on Lordts ciey rrrornfug.'io/eirrrillteIl "theirtr how terriute i'r is to ce:use a little one to
stumble (l'ia.lj.t. LB:6) a::d hoiv that "r,de'' r,roulci even abstaln frolr meat to
avold such a ciread.i:ossI-bility (I Cor-. B:12-13). rri-r*ii will- d_enor.nce theCatlrolic massi ''tr+e" r^r111 decry the Froiestant plactices; and. "r,[et' Irrtllfeel sor:ry for the poor ignorant her"'bhen. But- "rrre'r wili go 1:ome andjoin all of therir ln their celej:i,a"Lions. The Psalmist" declar"ed:

ttTherefore I esteern all thy precepts conc:rninfl al-1 tirinp's to be
right, and I hate evel?y false way." (Pi. 119tL28) -

i{any brethren r,r111 quoie this scrioture and claj-m tirat tlre:r. f,re}
the seme walrl Yet they r"riII defencl and practlce (or glve a1l- tfre
appearance of practlcin,rl) a r.ray thsrt is acjnlttedly false. I{or+ever, a
perso]r. does not 1nc1u1i4e in, cLeave to, nor d.efend ti:at whlcir he.'ra.tes.
i-nyone r*ho hates the false doctrlne unaltorably affixec) to Dec. 25t\
:.ri11 mal<e sure nobody co4fuses hlm trith those wh.o teach and nra-ctlce
tirat doctrine. 'Iie rri1l shun every appearaJlce of evl}. (I Thess. $:22)

0f course, ma-ny brethren ltave dj-scovered a new way by whlch they
ca]t en,gage j-n this iragan-Cathol,lc festival r.rithout too much da:irage to
thelr consclence. Tl:ey si-mply call lt a irnl.tional ho1iclay" or, "civlLt:oliday'i. This is supposed to roalce it lramrless and rvholeiome. But aI1
aationaL and- civil 'no1ldays are ln obser\rance of some-bhing. ;,lond-en
r+hat thisiicivil holiday;ris in o'i:servance of? Ti:is must be the only
national holida.y ever ?rea"r'd of r'rhich calebr"ates notl:.ingI

brethren lrho can be so perceptive li O,iD,-Ll CrF ;,i,iVICfS 'ii
and ,oenetr.ating ln sttrdies of -ii-

subjects liile: instrumental nrusic, -;ilordf s Dalr: 10:OO fl.Irl. ionsir.tp -)t

weekly corruturrion, benevolence, and -)i T:30 P.rt. lnlorship {t
evair,qelism, l:ut tlr.ink 'bhat a *l-Thursday: 7:30 p.Ir1r Bible Study-r

mad,o non-."e11iious by"ju-st caIllng lt soinetl'rlng e1se. 0r by cafling it
r,uhat lt 1,. ..thile pretending lt ts sorletl'i.ng e1se.

Ask t.,tost of our breii*en:.iir;r i;i:ey'clo not have a crap taple tn
thelr Ilving roon...not for g;am'i:linri but just for. fun. l,f,l:y r:rouJd they
not have a bar r+ith seltzer i.,ra.ter and whlsl;ey bottles containing soda
pop and syrrr-p. lJ-ny i-rou1-ii a rlospel lreacher refuse to rnrear the elerleal,
gai'u of a Catrr.oliic prlest in a t'non-rellgious w?y''? Doubi;Iess, lhey
"rcuId soon be s:,.)rin[{, "/ind have no fe})-owship.r.riti.: t}1e unf.r:uitful t'ior}rs
;f--a;"knJr*, but"ra[her reprove them.tt (Jph.- 5:]1) ;'See t'l:-en i;ha1-, ye



ilEfk clrcuegpectlsp, not as f;oeler but aq wLse.il (Eph. tlII) tlne thEt
blddeth hlrn God. speed ls a partaksr of h1s evII deeds.ir (If Jn. 11)
Yet brethren who would shun to give the appearence of a gambler,
drr..rnkardr oF a catr,ol-lc priest, have no compunctlon of conscience
when lt colles to engaglng in the fesrtLvltles of a fal.se rollrion a.nd
theattenda,nt besmirchring of Christrs namet

Any meinber of the Lord rs body lvho is abLe to reco.lnlze that
Christ ls glorified in the name Chrlstian (I Pet. 11:16) sir.ouliL al-so l:e
abLe to necor'inlze that Chrlstts nane is defiLed and debased in the use
of the tenm ilCh::istmas". 'tChr.ist-rflar-s" is only another In a long line
of ceLebrations of the abominable Cati:iolic mass at certain tlmes and
f on certain persons , s uch as 'rCand.le-r,lass '' , 'll',iartinmass ", "i'flchaelmass tr

etc. The very term 'rChristmasrr should be distasteful and abhorrant
to those l.rho love Christ. The Lorcl pleadlngly caIls, "Come out of her
my people thi'i ye be not partakers of her sins, ancl tlrat ye receive
not her plagues." (Rev. 18:lg)

When early Chrlstians observed relieiousLy holy days, Paul
admonlshed. thein. (Gal. [;10-11 ) ]Ie furtler toia tnl loiosslans, "Let
no roan therefore judge you in meat, or in drlnkr op in respect of an
holy duy...i'rl1:.erefore if ye be dead r^rlth Chrtst from the rudlments of
the wor'1d., luby, as thougir living in the r."ror1c1r are ye subject to
ord.inances, (touch not, taste not, hanclle not, ruhj.ch are all to perl.sh'
wlth the using) after t-he commandments and doctrines of men?rr (CoI. 2l

At this time of year aLl Christians might well soberly read. agaln
the worrls of the ApostLe Paul to the Corinthla.ns wiren-he instnucts
them that they r^rere not to be tied up wi tlr heathen and ldoLators. nor
r^rith their ordinances and rtractices; but were io ba separate from
them. ( II Cor. 6 :11+-1ti )

rlDepart ye, cl.epart ye, go ye out from thenco, touch no rrncl-ean
thing; go ye out of the mLds! of her:; be ye cIean, that bear the
vessels of the Lord.ir ( Is . 52:]..L)

--Openthg The Scripturos--
Ti{E C}I1it{GIiVG Ii"'LAGE: Not many years ago gospel preac}:ers acknowledeed. the
repusnance to r,," *33#3litAlnfl3*!"gIEt3ni{"rtHt;.3.?";urt}},,3'}l-*",,.
"Chrlstmas" hlas rnentlonea m bull.etlirs and serirans for the-so1u-po"po".
of exposing; it -as a rellgious farce and uarning people not to trave *ny-thing to do trlth lt. Then the change began. As Ln most dlgresslvo
changes tt was a gredual one. At finst preachers just omltied. tir.elr
customary.,expose, then som6 started hinting at the "true spirlt ofChri:tmas" and now so_me go as far as reicroving us for ,,taking ChrLst
out of christmas". Ilow does your preaehen stlna? Note beLo#:

1. 'rSevera1 hundred years a.qo there lived a patron scint. Salnt Nicholas
r,i6o in his lifetlrae i.ras bish.op of iiyra ln AsLa !,'iinor. An old legend
te1ls us th;',L the klndly St. Nicholas rr:rintentlonally onl.gtnated the
custom of iran"iing stocltlirgs by tl:e f l-re at Christmas. From the.t lrindly
deed of the g;ooq blshop has groro: the custom of hai:r1;ing up stoclrings at
Chrt s tmas tl-me .tt (Dallas i-exas bulletin )

?, rrrE=tr 
_Er,DE_i;iit : "i,iAY Tim i'IrAlTil{G olr c,.IHrr:T}it.j Bil D,il.:lp,IRi . A,s rT co1.,&-s

TO YCU T,:1IS Y,!rl.t--A "iI.r?RY C1,I^1f;jTtiiA,S rl,i{D -i VERY;iAPPY idgi{-illAi1.ri(BlS Sprlngs, .Texas buL1otin)
3. 'rchnlstmas, the birth of the savloun, lstire greateriovfur-;".*d, the most p*1q""! eirt ;;;; concelied.,' ?i":Iil:'q:li-Ti;lp.9) Page l+l+ conti-nuesi "ri';:ailta l:as-L""o*" commencial, Ltrs notbecause elther St. iiiicholas or trather-Cfrristmas took Christ out ofChrlstmas. i$or 1"Io clJ}rt bi.-.rae anybody but ounselves for that. a,,dsLnce lt's up to ycu ancl I rrtro relena;t the-;n;i;ni-";i;""i[;3 ffi*rous to make Jesus l;he centnal fi-gure,t

$o-ycur see bre-LLrron its not rea1ly a blg step from cessatlon ofollposltiooo o .to sil-ence. ..to open pr.ombtion df AoEtrines of iir:vils,r,lhat will you be doing around. tne 25lrr of December?


