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ItNolr. therefore. we declare, aayr deternine a:rd pronounce that for
hunan creature tt is necessary for salvation to be su.bject to the

thorlty of the Roi:ran Poatiff.tr(Cath. Ency. VoI. XVr p, 126)
riBut the su;rrerfle teacher in the Ctigrch is tire Boman Pontiff, Union of

ds, therefore, require together r"'ith a perfeciraccord in the one faith,
plete subriission and obedieirce of uiII to'the Church and to the Eoraan

ntiff as to God Hinrself.lr (Great :incyclical Letter$;.pr ]04)
rrBhe rlogiiratic d.efinition coittained in the BuII i-s the doctrine

esearily held by every CathoLic, nainely that by divine lar,l all tilen are
bJect to the jurisdlctipn of St. Peter and his successors the Ronan
tlffs.[ (Short History Of the Catholic Church, pr 102-10])

The Catirol5-c teaching concerning Peter is based u.t)on ] aeeuiuptions,
ther of r,'.ihlch can be 1:roved by the Bible. They a.re:.Sfpl: PeLer was" a

De. 56cond: That he was to have successorst
ne we be his successors.

Ttil*: that the ilishops of
$ :.Cii!.ii POP-I?

IF PET]'R .iriEE POPE.. r

J.esufi Di_dqrt IfiLqE I?
l, First person He caIlefl tt$atasr

after alledgd1y iuahing him
pope. i.&rii 3'.13

3. No one apostle !o have total
authority iviatt, 20i25-.??

). Apostles to sit on 12 thronee, Matt. 19;28
4. Prophesied to falI Ltt. 22.,32
l. lr*c&I1 no uan on.earth your

father. . rr riatt. 23t9
(. I{e has ALl, authority B0TH in

heaven A.t\D on earth i"iatt. 2BzL7

.' AESSI}SS. Diq$' t KnqrV Ii
1. Some asii for prominent posltions

in the Iiingdora after Chrj.st had
.supi:osidLy given it to Peter.
iiit. 1Ol 35-4A, i'iatt. 2O:20

Z. .Soinq rebuhed Peter for eatln6
w:tth the Gentiles Acts II:1-3

,. They never referred to him as
tlpopett or as haviir$ i-r:ord
authority than thenselves

4. Failed to niention t,he office of
Itpopett I Cor. J.lt28, nph. {:Ll

,, They disputed vho should be
greatest a"fter t,iatt, 16118 see'
Luke 22124

trln the 14th & llth centurieg t+rt*
this popess uas already counted as hn
historlcal persona.ge, vihose existence
no one doubted. She had. her pLace "

a$on6 the carved bubts r;,ihj-ch stood in
the Siena Cathedral. Uiider Clerirent'
VIII (1592-1595) and at his request .

she ,u,las transforined lnto Pope Zaclrelias"
The Heretic Huss in- the defense of his
false doctrine before the Couneil. of.,'.'
Constance, rbferred to the popess'and
no one offered to question her
axibtence,. Since the 16Nh cen,tury
Catholic vrrlters began to deny the .

exlste.n_ce of the popess.rt (Cath. "Incy.
VoL, VIIf, p. 4OB)
f-)?**..*+T**[:A*'-]il+.]tfitl4F.)i.]ir(.*-:]tt-y!.ttt.ii.tllti6*16r$l?.r*****-)+
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[If thou put t]ie brethren 1n
renembrance of these things, thou
shalt be a 6ood iainister of Jesus
Chr.ist, nourished up in the words of
faith and of good doctri-ne, r,rhereunto
thou hast attained..rr (I. Tin, 4:5)

L35)

to

',@ jjijl;g Igg',
ltln his (Pe1agius II) tirue there appeared an extraorciinary plague, as

den as it r;ras vlolent. The patient frequently dted vihile ln the act of
ezing orj' yavrnttr8.lt (General History Of Catholtc Church, De i"iontorr p.

lrlhile this pla.gue y/as raging, before he hilnself r,;as- smitten !y, it,
aglus ordered the peopl,e to mahe this e>rc1ana.tion, but it ciid not seeia
p much--he su.ccuinbed to it also.

. rlBuy the truth aird s.ql1 it ngtttBoqverbp ZltZT l
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3. Trigc 'ho put hi-urself abovc
.5criI, l;ure i"ia-tt . 26'.tl-lT

rv. 841 !i-*iij" ihes &
1. Fiecc.rgnized Chsist as the head

of the Church Eph. LtAZIA3
2, liebulied Peter as He wae i-n sla

.Ga1. 2:L-t--z].
]. l{ever calIed him a l)ope '

4r Claimea Peter 1'ras an apostle to
the Jews Ga1. ZtT rB

5. Sai.d he vras rrnot a tihit behind
the very chiefest apostle.rr
II Coi'n 11:5

6. Claimed rf foundatlontr & nrockrl
vras Chrlst I Corr ]:11; 10t4

V. P_eter p"Igdl !!.p-ori It
1. Callect ]r:i-:^:self rrfellow-eIderlr

ancl rlfell-ow-servantlr I Pet. L!1
I Pei" 5:1' 2. Refused. v,ro::ship Acts ]-ot25-26

5. Claiined no porver to for8ive eins
Acts Szze

4. Exalts Chrlst as the chief
sirepherd I Pet. 2r2,

!. Applies Is. 28315 to Christ and
not hirirself i Pet. 2'.5-7

6, rJa6 huiflble ancl'never claimeil
authority over church I Pet. 523

VI. lUesb li-,4-:t i!no${ L!
L. rrsentrr Peter Acts B:L4
2. Peter not asiied to answer the

circuiaislon or inamiage problens
5. ,See a.lso Acts ll23; 6'.2

.if:*.tl iiJ;-r*,;; s,:.,.,{;:,J1,.1.i

Cathc,lics as6er; tiraL Petcr wrotc
hts first eiristle from Rome but
f,lguratlvely refemed to it as Babylon
(I Pet, 5tlil There is no reason for
assurnlng Babyloi: here is lloiiie, itiote:

Peter r.,as not there ,,,lhen PauI wrots
Ronans. (f;?) In the last chapter he
sent greetings to 26 nenbers of the

'Church but c1oes not i:rention Peter. If
Peter vrere tire ,ishop of Ror*e it is
un'bhinkable that Paul r:ould lgnore h1m.
Paul inc:.lcated that no apostle had
vlsitecl theiir '.'hen he l,'rote, rrFor I long
to see you that I ilay ii,rpart sons
sniritual grace unto Jrou to strengthen
You.tt (l-io&. 1:11)--ll-ote this vas after
he sai-d that the iloi:ian churchrs falth
lras lino,n in aII bhe ,;:orIcl, (v. 8)

,:hile a- prlsoner in .l:ioine, Paul wrote
Philenon, Xphesians, Colossians,
Philiirpians, eLnd II Tiiirothy, ,.hiIe a
nuiirber of Christians are men'cioned In
these letters uhy did Paul forget Peter
if he rrere there? If Peter r,"rere there
he did not. come to Paulrs rrsu;oportrl
but Itforsooltil hii:,r. (II Tlm. 4:16)

Now since Paul- iras an apostle to the
gentiles aad Peter uas alr apostle to
the Je,;is (Ga1. 227r3") and since the; '
Jews vrere banished froiir jtone (lcts 18)j.snrt it reasonable to rssuilre that
Peter lras l,lhere he c1a.ii'ned to be . .1n
Babylon?

Acts L5rl3-22

PH0iiql+lpli DiJsidrTr -D+r!V."I 33IiA9I; That hls narne is often mentloned first.
and that he was prominant among thc apostle

ls not denied. (iiatt. lOra, lik. 5zL6) Llowever, thise facts by no means prove
that ire held an offlce over the others. i'{ote belou:
(a) His name is not aL'rays first. Andrevr l;as caIlecl first and then he found

Peter. Jn, I! 41(u) James, not Peter, was nore prominent in the Jerusalen confer€rc€r
Acts L5zl-l;;21(c) James, not Peterr j.s rnentionecl. first in Gal , 2i9.

(A) He could lte,ve been proninent because of age, temperament, and ablIlty
to lead and eiill have no more authority than the others

THI C$I,qF sH:PiiXBD Fi.ioii JCIil; aI:L5-17?
Tbis j.e an assurirption vithout proof. The uork of feecling the sheep wa

not peculi.ar to Peter, (iiatt. 28?19-20, iill,. 16115-15) He who le of God
Iistens to the a.postles--a11 of theil. (I ,Jn. {:{-6) Furthermore, Paul told
956 llphesianr elders to feed the church of God and Peter hlmself exhorted
other elders totrtend the flock of Godtr(Acts 2OrZB, I Pet. 5ril Nor,v r,'ihen
these elders fed the flocli did they become popes?

"lJe are fed by Peter as ue recelve the rvord of God revealed through him(I Pet,. 1310-12, 22-25,232) Otirer rvriters left rdore for us to feed on than
dtd Peter, At no tiine dj-d he feed anyone r,vith the d.octrine that he was a
pope nol'r d.id he?
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